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LETTER I!.* 


TO 


Messrs. Bensow, Evans, Sen. Evans, 
Jun. Joun Roserts, Joun Suitu, 
Feaancis Warp, Joun Jonson, 
Joun Kwientr, Samus, Brown, 
Joun BAGUELLY, AND THE REST OF 
(HOSE; WHO WAVE ACTED ‘THE SAME 
NOBLE PART. 

North Hampstead, Long Island, 
Aprit 4, 1818. 

FRrenDs AND FELLOW CouNTRYMEN, 
Tam addressing a series of let- 

tars to\the Freemen of Coventry, 

on the subject of electing Mem- 


bers -to serve in Parliament, ‘as 


things now stand: intend that 
that séries shall exhibit the present 
set in'their true light ; that it shall 


practised against us; and to an 
ende:vour to shew, what are the 


| means, weought to employ against 


the despots, the Boroughmongers. 
To record, that which is so noto- 
riows ; and especially to describe 
to you acts of tyranny that are 
written on your bodies, and in 
your very heart’s blood, may seem 
to some unnecessary ; but, it is 


the greatest advantage for us to 
have all these things in print, rea- 
dy to refer to; and, besides, you, 
above all men living, ought not te 
forget, or, if. you can help it, to 
suffer others to forget: Your suf- 
ferings ; the blood of the brave 
Denby- -men; the sufferings, the 


contain-a display of an their fol-l anxiety, the tortnent, the half- 


' lies and’ vices / no; not of all of 


thein's' for, then my Letters, like | 
the books mentioned it the Gospel | 
of St. John, must'be too big for | 
the world to contain. Neverthe- 


less, I intend that seties of letters 
sa sort of A, B, € of parliamen- 


tary history and: ‘anecdote: This 
seriés, which I am doing myself 
the real honour ‘of addressing to 
vou, I destine particularly to.a re-. 
cord of the acts of tyranny, which 
have been Senate, and still are 


- = 





* The former Ldttes was subjoined to, 
“Letter, C.., i thea pete PUP babes in 


No, 12, May 


madness of the wives wid children 


and fathers and mothers ‘of you 


all? these must be avenged, or 
life'is not worth having: 

My friends, be you well assured, 
that the day of our deliverance is 
not far distant. When I say, not 
far, l-mean, not many years, and 
what are a few years, when the 
object is considered? And, by 
deliverance do not suppose, that I 
mean a deliverance from a, jail, or 
from eaile:. 1 mean a deliverance 


| from the robberies ofthe Borough- 


mongers and their dependents and 





agents. - I mean a restoration to 
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not unnecessary ; for, it will be of 
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our right of choosing one House 
of Parliament ourselves; for, any 
thing short of that is delusion; it 
is mockery; it is insult that calls 
for punishment om those who offer 
it. There-was,I read, one of the 
nen, who was dungeoned, who 
killed himself in prisons Is the 
blood of this innocent man to go 
unavenged? Where is the comfort 
for his family? Have they no 
hearts to feel? Where are. the 
Subscriptions to raise a monument 
to his memory? Who steps for- 
ward to lament his ‘ untimely 
end”? Do the news-papers garb 
themselves in black borders for 
him? No: but, I trast that Mr. 
Jackson will have the goodness 
to collect the facts of his death*, 
publish them, and array the re- 
cording page of my little book 
in black. But, my friends, when- 
ever a day of real deliverance and 
of real justice arrives, is there, 
think you, to he no compensation 
for your losses and sufferings, and 
for those of your wives and pa- 
rents and children, who may out- 
live you? Do our tyrants hope, 
that they shall keep, worst come 
to worst, all that they have robbed 
us of? Oh, no! They are not’ 


auch fools; and, therefore, they 
will never, now, /ef go their grasp; 


it must. be loosened by us, and, I 





* The Publishér believes that most of 
the facts of this shocking case are already 
before the public; but if any friend of the 
unfortunate victim can furnish him with 
‘a miufe particular account than has yet | 
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lest possible means; that is to say, 
the gentlest means consistent with 
effectual accomplishment. — ~ 

I say, that the time is not. far 
distant; for, the system, by which 
Boroughmongers have been ena- 
bled to enslave us, hastens fast to 
destruction. There are people 
to laugh at expressions like this, 
and to tell us, that all these pro. 
phesies have failed. How have 
they failed? In general they have 
foretold ruin and slavery, or revo- 
lution, as the effect of this atrosi- 
ous system. And have not ruin 
hand slavery come? Can this be 
denied now? What else are we to 
consider proofs of ruin, if not 
thousands starving in the streets, 
and the work-houses choaking? 
[ read, the other day, in the Cov- 
RIER, of a man, in Cornwall, who 
had been refused work the day 
before, by a farmer, found the 
next day, in one of his fields, 
partly eaten by hogs! Is this ruin; 
or is it hell? ‘his man’s death 
would, indeed, have demanded & 
biack border, wherein to record it. 

But, when was the like of these 
things ever known before? Never, 
in no country upon earth. Thea, 
look at the state of the Borough- 
mongers’ affairs, eyen according 
to their own shewing. I have now 
their last year’s report before me. 
They acknowledge, that their in- 
come, with all their acts of extor- 
tion, falls, at least, twelve millions 
short of their expenditure. In 1814, 
at a Meeting at Winchester, f em- 
bodied into a resolution, seconded 





sepeeses -in print, he would thankful! 
receive if, and readily give it insertion. “3 
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namely, tnat one of four things 
must take place ; 

« War- Taxes in time of Peace, 

“A total disbanding of army 
“and navy, 

“ A reduction of the irteresi of 
“the Debt, or, 

*‘ Loans in time of peace.” 

Was this, too, a fa/se prophecy ? 
Loans have been mad@ every year 
since the end of the war, or, rather, 
since the armed truce began; for, 
we are not yet at peace, and never 
shall be under this Boroughmon- 
geving’system. To continue mak- 
ing foans in peace is swre and cer: 
tin destruction to the system ; 
and yet, the Boroughmongers dare 
not adopt either of the other expe- 
dients; for then they would lose 
those who now support them, whe- 
ther by force of arms, or by per- 


jury of fraud. 


You will observe, that, added 
to all their other dangers, there is 
one, “which, if it Come upon, them, 
will annihilate them in a moment : 
I mean, the discredit of their bub- 
ble-moncy, Which depends merely 
upon opinion ; a matter which I 
have explained in my LETTER 
(. ‘to the Freemen of Coventry. 
But, again, I beg you to reflect 
onthe consequences of a discre 
dif of this bubble. Any thing, 
no matter what, which will make 
men see the réal, intrinsic, worth- 
lesshess Of bank-notes, will, put 
an-end to the Borough-usurpation 
inaday ; and, if they should take 
away the protection from their 
Bank, ‘and efiable people to g° and 
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demand cash for their notes, the 
destruction will only be. the more 
certain and the more swift; for, 
all the real. movey in the Bank 
would not last out two hours pay- 
ments. If, as I put the case in 
my LETTER C. to Coventry*; 
if BkanpretuH had reached that 
City, all the Bank-Notes in the 
kingdom would not have bought 
a single sack of wheat. 

‘Thus, then, these wiseacres, 
while they are dealing about their 
fire-brands, are sitting upon. a 
barrel of gun-powder; and, .by 
the very same acts, that they are 
making themselves worthy of ven 
geance, they are hastening the day 
of its infliction. Be of good 
cheer, then, my friends. Faint 
not ; despuir not ; despairing men 
never yet succeeded in. any thing. 
No effort well directed, is dost; 
and your noble efforts. will;be of 


‘immortal benefit to your countrys 


For my part, I would not care if 
I dropped down dead this moment 
from the table, did I not confidently 
expect redress for my wrongs and» 
justice on my persecutors; and, 
surely, we have each of us a full 
and clear right to make his sepa 
rate and special sufferings and. 
losses a particular item in. his 
country’s wrongs. Does any man 
living think, that I am to forget 
my two years in a felon’s jail, my 
thousand pounds fine, and my ear 


* Here isa slight mistake : the j post 
alluded to is not contained in Latte ‘ 
to Coventry, bot -in a man ge 
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thousand pounds bonds for good be~- 
haviour for seven years ; and all 
this for having complained, that 


Englishmen (for it was not myself) | 
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shall insure you redress? Will 
they do that? They can, if they 
will. Oh! no! They will not do 
that; that is “wild; that is 


had been flogeed, tn the heart of | mad?’ ; that is “ nonsense.” Alas! 


Pingland, while Germans, with 
treir bayonets and sabres, stood 
over the flogzed men, and kept 
them to the stake to which they 
were tied?) Does any man living 


suppose, that I do not yet seek | 


redress for this wrong and com- 
pensation for all the losses attend- 
ing it? And, am I to forget; are 
a few big words from the Borough- 
mongers opposite to make me 
forget my- recent wrongs, in 
which, my triends, I am, in some 
sort, a participator with you? 
And, if Ihave these rights to re- 
dress and compensation, what 
rights have yor, in whose persons 
all the laws, all the forms of laws, 
have been violated! Oh,no! It is 
not a little ta/k about your hard- 
ships that will make you forget. 
le ‘there any “gentleman oppo- 
site,” who will obtain you re- 
dress? Who will obtain compensa- 
tion for you and ample punish- 
ment of your oppressors. Oh, no! 
Mr. Broveuam and Mr. Bew- 


‘my friends, they mean nothing in 


earnest but to get into place, - It 
is a sham-fight as far as relates to 
rus, and a real fight for place, 

power, titles, and emolument. 
I should not, my friends, labour 





‘this point with so much earnest- 

ness, if I had not seen so many, 
many instances, of successful eajo- 
lery ; and, if I did net know, that 
a few kind words, though from the 
lips of the bloodiest of villains. 
have sometimes caused all his vil- 
) lainies to be forgotten by English- 
men. When the sailer Jerrs- 
rites, whom the Honourable Cap- 
tain Laxe (son of Lord Lake) had 
left on a desert island, or rather 
| rock, came to Londen, he was 
talked out of all his resentment in 
a day, and when he came to see 
| me (by that time if prison) he was 
full of the -kindest of sentiments 
for his old Captain, and never 
once mentioned the word grati- 
tude to me, but wanted to get me 
to help him to a pension, though 




















net and Sir Samuet Romibtty ‘it was I, AND I ALONE, whe: 
cannot do that. Why not? Oh! had caused him to be brought home 
because the House wil! always be | from America, and to obtain all the, 
sure to have a miajority /o vote | redress he had obtained. I am 
against any such proposition. Well, well aware, that you are men, 
then, will these zealous and li- | whose minds are of far different 
berty-loving and tyranny-hating mould. But, still you are Bug: 
gentlemen, vote for a Reform, a }lishmen, with whom: good words 
real and Radical Reform of that | are so powerful. There will be 
same House: sach a Reform as! false friends enough ta endeavour 
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to husk you up. And, indeed, 1) be cajoled out of his just resent. 


idvise you to be very prudent. 
tt is useless to have your re- 
sentments everlastingly on your 
‘ongues > and, [ trust, that no ex- 
hertations of mine are needed to 
keep them alive in your hearts. 
There have been men, who have 
creatly suffered from the acts of 
tyrants, and who, upon seeing 
their cause espoused, as they call 
it, and their names mentioned 
with approbation, by “ the J7o- 
‘ nourable Gentleman,” or the 
* Noble Lord,” have been flatter- 
ed out of all their just feelings of 
resentment; not perceiving, that 
these words of approbation were 
only intended to cajele, and to 
disarm the injured of their oily 
means of protection for the future. 
Only observe, too, that this flat- 
tery has often been received from 
the lips of Borougkmongers, scat- 
hirers, and sinecure - placemen! 
However, days of delusion so 
shocking as these are, I trust, past, 
never, no never, to return. Be- 
sides, this flattery, or, rather, the 
being pleased and disarmed by 
this flattery, is not seen in its most 
contemptible light, till we look 
well at the parties from whom it 
comes. And, where shall we find, 
upon the face of the whole earth, | 
any set of men, of equal number, 
with so little understanding, or so 
little virtue of any description ? 
If this set of men, with their pre- 
rent minds and. mental acquire- 
ments, were shoe-makers, car- 
penters, or weavers, who would 


. 


ment by any of their flatteries, 
| though they flattered till doom’s- 
‘day? Yet, why rot? For, what 
difference ought there to be in és- 
\timating the value of the same 
identical words? And, especially 
' when there is no difference in the 
minds of those by whom those 
| Words are uttered? [ trust the 
day of mental slavery is past, at 
}any rate; and, | am sure, that 
every man of you will reject its 
bonds with as much indignation as 
you have treated the pretended 
fenity of the Boreugh tyrants, who 
have now slackened their grasp, 
be you well assured, for their own 
sakes, and not for yours. 

There is another point, with re- 
gard to which, though I think ne 
warring necessary, [ cannot re- 
frain from addressing you. No; 
I do not mean to insult your un- 
| derstandings by supposing y6u ca- 
pable of joining in that general 
howl, which, if I were to beheve 
the vile hypocrites of the daily 
press, “@ll ranks and degrees” 
‘have set up for the loss of ‘the 
:Prinerss Cnuartorre; for, 
your conduct has proved you to 
ibe neither fools hor hypocrites. 
Now, observe, that I do not wish 
to incnicate any thing disrespect- 
ful to the wiemory of this young 
woman; for | did know, and I 
could knew, nothing at all 
about her. I am willing to sup- 
pose, and to believe, thut she was 











| her death, under the peculiar cir- 


a very virtuous person; and that 
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cumstances of hér case, was a mat- 
ter sufficient to excite feelings of 
sorrow in any individual breast. 
But, asa public matter, it is im- 
possible for me to divest the event 
itself of its probable public con- 
sequences; and, then, as affording 
to the people some chances of res- 
toration of their rights, which 
chances might not otherwise have 


existed, I: must be a profound hy- }. 


pocrite, to pretend to be smitten 
with heart-rending affliction by 
the event; and, asI have not yet 
heard, that it has been made high 
treason to want a feeling of this 
sort upon such an occasion, I] 
frankly say, that I felt not the 
least sorrow upon ‘receiving the 
intelligence. 

Therefore, if sorrow was so 
contagious as to reach every other 


heart, it did not reach mine. I 
thought much more about poor’ 


Branpretu and Turner and 
Lupuam’s death, which took place 
in the very same twenty four hours. 
The fact is, that all the mummery 
in the news-papers, all the black- 
borders, all the subscriptions. for 
statues; all the whole thing is 
merely a tub io the Whale. The 
Whale, however, is become more 
discerning than formerly; he 
knows how todistinguish a Tub 
from a lump of meat; and he 
quietly lies by and amuses himself 
with the tricks of the cheaters, who 
while they think they are cheating 


John Whale, only, in fact, cheat} 


one another. 
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these tricks, suffer me. to draw 
your serious attention to the part 
which the death of the Princess 
was made toact in the two Houses ; 
and, in order to have a fair view 
of which, we must have. the 
SPEECH in our eye, which, to 
that end, I here insert; and, | 
must beseech you to read it once 
more, and with care. 


“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“© We are commanded by his Royal 
‘¢ Highness the Prince Regent to in. 
“ form you, that it is with great con. 
‘¢ cern that he is obliged to announce 
“to you the continuance of his Ma. 
s¢ jesty’s lamented indisposition. 

‘¢ The Prince Regent is’ persuaded 
‘that you will deeply participate in 
‘the affliction with which his Royal 
‘* Highness has been visited, by the 
“ calamitous and untimely death of 
‘* his beloved and only Child the Prin- 
* cess Charlatte. : i. 

** Under this awful dispensation, of 
“¢ Providence, it has been a soothing 
** consolatiau to the Prince, Regent’s 
“ heart, to receive from. all descrip- 
“tions of his Majesty's subjects. the 
°° most cordial assurances both of their 
“ just sense of the loss which they have 
“ sustained, and of their sympathy 
“with his parental sorrow; and, 
‘amidst his own sufferings, his Royal 
“ Highness has not been unmindful of 
“ the effect which this sad event must 
“have on the ¢énterests and future 
“ prospects of the kingdom. - 

“© We are commanded to acquaint 
‘you, that’ the Prinée Regent ‘con- 
“tinues to receive from Foreign 
‘* Powers the strongest asstirances of 





. But, leaving. you to laugh at 


“their friendly. disposition towards 
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“ this country, and of their desire to 
‘‘ maintain the general tranquillity. 

‘* His Royal Highness has the satis- 
“ faction of being able to assure you, 
‘* that the confidence which he has in. 
‘variably felt in the stability of the 
“« great sources of our national pros- 
“ pertty has not been disappointed. 

‘*The improvement which has 
‘taken place’ in the course of the 
“ Jast year, in almust every branch o! 
‘* our domestic industry, and the pre- 
“sent state of public credit, afford 
“abundant proof that the difficu ties 
‘under which the couutry was la- 
* bouriag were chiefly to be ascribed 
‘* to demporary causes. 

‘¢ So important a change could no! 


| faillo withdraw frem the disaffected 


“the prineipul means of which they 
* had availed themselves for the pur- 
“ ‘pose of fomenting @ »pirit of discon- 
* tent, which unhappily ked to acts of 
“tnsurrictton and treason: and his 
“ Royal Highness entertains the nost 
* eonfident expectation, tht the state 
‘fof peace and tranquillity fo which 
“ the country is now restored, will be 
‘‘ maintained agaiust add attempts to 
“disturb a, hy she persevering vigi- 
“ lance of the Magistvacy, and by the 
“* loyally and good sense of the people. 

** Gentlemen of the House of Com- 
*  * mons, 

“The Prince Regent: has directed 
“the Estimates for the current year 
** tobe laid before you. 

“ His Royal Highness recommends 
“to your continued attention the 
‘* state of the public income and ex- 
‘ penditure of the country; and he 
“is most happy in being able to ac- 
“quaint you, tlat, since you were 
‘last’ assembled in Parliament, the 
Revenue has been in a state of pro- 


** ¢mportant branches. 
** My Lords and Gentlemen, 


** Regent to inform you, that he has 
‘concluded Treaties with the Courts 
** of Spain and Portugal, on the im- 
‘+ portant subject of the Abolition 

** the Slave Trade. 

*« His Royal Highness has directed 
“that a Copy of the former Treaty 
‘should be immediately Jaid before 
“you; and he will order a simi'ar 
** communication to be made of the 
** latter Treaty, as soon as the ratifi- 
‘cation .of it shall have been ex- 
** changed. 

*¢ [n these Negociations it has been 
‘his Royal Highness’s endeavour, as 
*faras cirsumstances would permit, 
‘Sto vive effect to the reeommende- 
¢ tions contained in the joint Address- 
‘es of the Two Houses of Parlia 
“ment: and his Royal Highness bus 
‘© @ full reliance on your readiness to 
“adopt such measures as may be 
“necessary for fulfilling the engage- 
‘¢ ments into which he has entered for 
** that purpose. 

‘The Prince Regent has com- 
‘© manded us to direct. your particalar 
‘* attentiou to the deficiency which has 
‘so long existed in the number of 
“ places of Public Worship belonging 
“tio the Established Charch, when 
“compared with the increased and 
‘‘increasing population of the coun- 
try. ' 

** His Royal Highness most earnest- 
“ly recommends this important sab 


Ri “> te Bn 
s* ject to your early. consideration, 


‘6 deeply impressed, as he has ‘Ho 
“ doubt you are, with a just sense 
“of the many blessings which this 





‘country by the favour of Divine 


‘ gressive improvement in its’ most’ 


** We are commanded by the Prigte’ 
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** Providence has enjayed; and with’ 
** the conviction, that the réligious and | 
** moral habits of the people are the 
** most sire and firm foundation of 
** national prosperity.” 

To say nothing of one double 
meaning and two grammatical er- 
rors, this is, I think, one of the 
most foolish as well as one of the 
host deceitful statements that ever 
was printed under a similar name. 
I shall have time enough, here- 


after, to shew, haw the revenze has | 


amproved, and how these three 
yéars of past misery are to become 
temporary in fulure. You will 
h ave admired, without any body’s 
suggestion, the project for making 
the people contented by the means 
of faxing them to build new 
¢«hurches for Parsons, who haye, i» 
many cases (if related to Borough- 
mongers) already txo churches 
each! Yes, vou will have admired 
this mode of restoring tranquillity 
and prosperity: and, you will, 
doubtiess, have lamented, that it 
wag nol resorted to in preference 
to a dungeon bill and a gae-bill, 
and a new treason-bill, and a talk- 
ing -to-soldier’s-death bill ; andthen, 
you know, you might have been 
preached into a belief, that it was 
quite right for the sale of seats to 


be as notorious “as the sun at. 


noon-day”’; and that, because it 
was so, nobody ought to be pun- 
ished, or, as Lord “Mitrox said, 
thought the worse of, for selling 
seats. About these matters [ shall 
address you,perhaps,anoth er time ; 

but, at present, itis my business to 


speak of the Site effect that. the 
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condolence partol the Speech pro- 
duced with regard to yow and to 
the rest of the Reformers. 


The “ gentlemen opposite’, in 
| both Houses, agreed to the address, 
except Lorn FonKkestone and 
Lorp Cocurane, because ; be- 
cause why? Because, if they 
dissented from any part of it, they 
might be understood as dissenting 
from the condo/ence-part! Now, 
‘then, let us see what one-other part 
contains. 


It contains this: That certain 
DISAFFECTED men, during the 
last year, had avatled themselves 
of the distresses of the times for 
the purpose of fomenting a spirit 
of discontent, and that that discon- 
tent, so fomented by the said disaf- 
fected men, \ed to acis of insurrec- 
.tion and treason. ‘This is one as- 
sertion. Another is, that the 
Prince expects, that the peace of 
the country will be~preserved, by 
the persevering vigilance of the Ma- 
gistracy. that is to say, by the Jis- 
tices continu.ng to act upon the 
mandate of Sidmouth’s Circular. 


These were matters-that were 
fo pass unobjected ta, because the 
unanimily of the candolente was not 
to be disturbed! This story about 
the disaffected and the deluded was, 
indeed, a notorio"s falshood ;; and 
SipmoutHh’s CrreubaAr was @ 
well-known. act. of atrocious, des- 
potism ; . but, the ‘ gentlemen 
opposite” would not,, for such @ 
cause, disturb the unanimity,of the 
| condolence! They prige our die 
berty very Aighlyy do they not* 
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And this isa faction for us to con- 


fide a, is it ? 


What was this passing this 
Address without opposition; what 
was it, but the preamble to a 
Bill, or vote, of Jndemmity 2? Aye, 
and that Lawyer BrougHam 
knew, too, though he. pretended, 
that it pledged the House to 
nothing. And, what, then, are we 
to think of men, like the “ Re. 
formers of Liverpool,’? who want- 
ed to elect this same Mr Brough. 
am? Why, think them mot sincere, 
to be sure; for, they cannet but 
know, that he is the worst of ene- 
mies to the cause of Reform: An 
enemy in our camp. A treacherous 
enemy, and a malignant enemy 
too. Who caa help seeing, that he 
aims at being a Judge er Chan- 
eellor himself, at the expence of 
the peoyle? For my part, I really 
do. not believe, that there is a 
man of sense in the whole country 
who does not see this clearly. It 
does not suit such a man as this to 
call any oppressor to justice. He 
willta/k finely sboutministerial re- 
sponsibility ; but, ask him, whe- 
ther he will vote for impeaching 
SipmMoutTH; ask him whether he 
will endeavour to cause | Bip: 
“oUTH to be PU NISHED: % yes,” 
cays he, “ with all. my heart.” 


But, how punished? “ Why, by: 


6s baing turned out, to be sure, to 
‘ make room for me and my friends! 
‘ What other punishment can you 


4‘ think I mean?’ And. this. will 


they say, one and all! They oniy 
want.us to, help them to be able 
te serve up as the others have 


jthank them for. that, 
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served us. This is their idea of 
ministerial responsibility! T hope 
we shall teach them, thet this 
word has a different meaning. 
Their Judges mean by responsi- 
bility, liability to be imprisoned, 
fined, transported, hanged, be- 
headed and quartered. This is 
what they say responsibility 
means; but, I suppose, that this 
interpretation applies to the 
% Lower Orders’ only: to those 
who pay, and not those whv live 
upon, the taxes. 

There had been about fifty in- 
nocent men shut up iu d&ngeons 
for many months, cut off from the 
use of pen, ink and paper, and/al- 
lowed to have no news-p per to 
read, and no book but the Bibles 
however, 
There had been the most tyran- 
nical acts committed by the Ma- 
gistrates, as in the instances ,of 
Powis and of Buacksurne and 
GwittymandFiercner. There 
had been Spies notoriously em- 
ployed to foment insurrections. And 
yet this repetition of the base ¢a- 
lumnies of Lawyer Cross was 
to pass; it was to be voled unani- 
mously, for fear of a suspicion of 
being wanting in sorrow for the 
death of the Priievss Chariotte! 
Tender souls! Feeling hearts! 
Loving creatures! Did they for- 
get Mrs. cogs Mrs. Benbow, 
Mrs. Knight, Mrs, Jonson, Mrs. 
Ward, and ‘ais troops of ehil- 
dren? Did they forget the eon- 
dolence which was due to the wife 
and children of the dungeoned 
victim, whom despair had driven 
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to suicide? Tender-hearted crea- 
tures! Sin Francis Buapertr 
was not present, | suppo-e, or. 
surely, we should have had a word 
from him in behalf of his poor De- 
legates ! | 

There was not a man amongst 
them who did not know, ani well 
know, that it was Otiver, who 
was the immediate cause of the 
rising in Derbyshire. ‘There was 
not a man amongst them who did 
not know, that the discontent was 
created by the tyrannical Bills, 
and that it wa: worked into a 
rising by Oniver. And _ yet, 
they could unanimously pass an 
address, which ascribed it to me 
and to others, who had taken an 
active part in the cause of Re- 
form; they could, thus, «nani- 
mously, vote this, which origi- 
natec inthe false and base mind of 
Lawyer Cross, whose defence, to 
make the thing complete, is com- 
plimented by that wonderfil pa- 
triot, Sir Samuen Romiuuiy, 
who, as if that were not enough, 
called the Derby men. poor, igno- 
rant crealures. Faith, Sir Sa- 
MUEL was deceived ; for the Derby 
men knew very well what they 
were about; they were betrayed: 
they were deceived; but they 
knew what they were about very 
well, and all the grounds upon 
which they preceeded. They 
kuew well, that according to law 
us well as reason, Resistance of 
Oppression isa RIGHT, and not 
a CRIME. They migh! be wrong, 
as to whether oppression did, or 
did not, exist; bunt, in their doc- 
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trine they were perfectly right. 
Their measures, too,were efficient, 
had they not been betrayed. Even 
here their humanity was the cause 
of their defeat. OLiver was 
suspected, and so strongly sus- 
pected, that a rope, as I have been 
assured, was ready prepared for 
his neck ; and, he would have 
carried intelligence to the Devil 
at once, instead of to Lorn Sip- 
MOUTH, if justice had not spoke 
and said: ‘*He may be innocent. 
‘© fi is better to run any risk, than 
** mut an innocent man to death,” 
What a contrast with the maxims 
and conduct of their persecutors! 
And these are the men whom the 
hirelings call ‘* assassins!" No- 
thing was:ever more admirable 
than the conduct of Brandreth, 
‘Turner and Ludlam during their 
last hours. They denied none*of 
their acts. They were deeply 
penetrated with religious feelings ; 
were ready to ask fogiveness of 
God for all the sins of their hives; 
but, would fever, in any way 
whatever, allow, that, in what 
they had done in the insurrection; 
they had committed a sin. Infinite 
pains appear to have been taken 
to bring them to this; but, net one 
inch did they ever approach to- 
wards it; but,.on the contraty, 
justified their conduct with their 


. last breath. They died as bravely 


as Sipney, and much more brave- 
ly than Russev, who whimpered 
and whined, and who, in his last 
words, certainly -paltered’ with 
truth. The Whig-Governineut of 
William the Third, thought pro- 
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per to put toDEATH, aye, and for 
high-treason, too, WiLLIAM AN- 
DERTON, a printer, whase crime 
was, DENYING the RIGHT 
TO RESIST OPPRESSION. 
Anderton, as was afterwards pro- 
ved, was znnocent of the charge of 
printing the papers imputed to 
him, having been convicted on the 
oaths of notorious hired - spies. 
But, he was incere in his political 
creed, and behaved in the most 
noble manner at the awful hour 
of death, when the busy minions 
of power wishing to drown. his 
voice, he cried aloud: ‘God bless 
“my country ; and God bless and 
“ restore our rightful and Sovereign 
‘ Lord, King James the Second.” 

This was another of the “ Low- 
er Orders’! But, if we were to 
inake out a list of those who have 
died on the scaffold for political 
crimes, in England, and give an 
account of their conduct in the 
last, soul-subduing scene of their 
lives, how would the “ Higher 
Orders” blush, if they had any of 
the blushing quality left ! 

To return from this digression : 
was there a man, in either House, 
who did not well know, that there 
had been no political discontent in 
the kingdom before the abominable 
Bills were passed? There had 


| been much.cry for Reform ; but, 


was that mew? Had that arisen 
out of the distresses of the coun- 
try ?, Had it not been going on 
for, more than. forty years; and 
had not twenty-four years elapsed, 
‘ince Mr. Grey-presented a peti- 
tion, offering to prove at the Bar, 
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that a majority ofthe House ofCom- 


mous was put in by the absolate 
will of one hundred and sixty-two 
Peers andCommoners ? And had 
not thirly seven years elapsed since 
the late Duke of Richmond ab- 
solutely presented a Bill for just 
such a Reform as we prayed 
for? Was there ever, then, 
such an impudent falshood as that 
we look advantage of the distresses 
of the times to foment discontent ? 
Yet this, the old, battered, ex- 
ploded falshood of the Dungeon 
Bill Reports! and of Lawyer 
Cross; even this was to pass by 
an unanimous vote, lest (Oh! ten- 
der souls!) it might be inferred 
from a division, that the said divi- 
sion extended itself. to the condo- 
lence part of the address ! 
However, my friends, there 
needed not all this, I am sure, to 
make you see the thing im its true 
and naturally odions and despica- 
ble light. Indeed, I am«hy no 
means sure, that you wilh ever sre 
what I am now writing; for, I 
am convinced, that the Borough- 
mongers have not yet made their 
last, nor their most desperate 
struggie. There are great diffi- 
culties in the way of a Censorship 
of the press; but, the thing may 
be managed. The chief difficu}ty 
is, that, if it were imposed, nobo- 
dy would read any thing... The 
“¢ gentlemen opposite’. and their 
papers would be able to give the 
system none of that support whieb 
they now give it. It is the sham 
opposition which imposes upon 


most. people. | Srewart would 
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not be worth a straw without 
Penny. These men, by their 
sham warfare, make millions be- 
lieve, that the ‘* genilemen oppo- 
site’ are a check upon the ‘“ gen- 
ilemen in.”” However, it is posst- 
ble to have, upon an understand- 
ing, a Censorship which shall ope- 
rate so as to leave the sham com; 
batants elbow-room. [ shall not 
be at all surprized to see this. 
There was, afid perhaps is, a coun- 
cil, or board, of Lawyers, to exa- 
mine all publications. This, or 
something like it, the members to be 
nominated by parliament: Oh! 
aye! by all means! And to 
be accountable to Parliament. 
Oh, yes! ‘* Accountable,’’ as 
Perry says, “to the collective 
“ wisdom of the nation.”’ And 
this Board might make /eports. 
Oh, to be sure! And then 
no fear of any thing being done 
hastily, or unjustly! These 
Reports might describe any parti- 
cular publication, as manifestly in- 
tended systematically to under- 
mine and destroy all public men, 
and to root out of the minds of the 
people all the respect for the laws 
and establishments ef the country ; 


in short, to spare no party, and to: 
produce general confusion and | 


another French Revolution ! 
Nay, do not laugh. The thing 
is possible. But, then, observe, 
the Boroughmongers have not 
above another move to make after 
this. ‘They are, or, at least, they 
were, ix January, trying what 
cajolery would doy and to this 
they had been led by their convie- 
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tion of the. desperateness of their of th 
affairs. The paper-money is the cood 
















pivot, on which their all turns, 
and must turn to the end. Aj) 
sorts of tricks they hav» tried to 
bolster up their talling affairs: 
and all their tricks have failed 
them. They saw what impla- 
cable hatred was engendering 


thous 
when 
iles ; 

od at 
cogent, 
they | 









; not te 
against them. They knew, be- #4. | 
cause they must always know, that times 
no tenure is so wncertain as that of Facto 
the naked bayonet. Men, hard 7 
pushed, will, in time, find out the @.,.. . 
means of communicating with one HH, 4), 
another, though the intervening BR por4 
passage be hung with halters and @. res 
strewed with axes. One single HR. .5 
instance of defection in this arm,as BB. 


CasTLEREAGH, in his. half-fo- 
reign, half-English jargon, would 
say, they well knew would give 
them thezr finishing blow. They 
began to see, that they could not Bien o 
remain as they were ‘for ever; Bhjaints 
and, that»every day would make Bhopo | 
their retreat more difficult. They BB, acc 
hoped, too, that the Magistrates Bhi.) 

had pretty well subdued the press ense, 

in the country ; and that, they BB.) of 


ow-a 
low ¢ 
ook a 


| might venture to try the disguise oughn 


once more, keeping a sharp look- Bho mi, 
out. : ing al 

These were amongst the mo- HBdes, } 
tives for the Boroughmongers HP teres: 
adopting the cajolery scheme; § This 
but, the main consideration was, #oroug 
perhaps, that the Great, Big Bo- Mould ; 
roughmongers saw themselves em- He we 
barked in the same boat with Ca:- By tke 
tlereagh, the Addingtons, Roses, Boupan 
Huskissons, Cannings, Bragge Bo- Phat a 
thursts, Fettkinsons, and the rest Boney, 










ir Mi ofthat tribe. Formerly, in the 
he Mood times, when the people 





IS, thought only about the Ministers ; 
ll Bi when there were Pittites and Fox 
to BBircs; when the people never looke 
S$; Zided at any thing deeper than the 
ed Bi.-cnts; when, like the silly dog, 
la- they bit at the stick and seemed 
NS Fut to see the hand that lifted it 


e- Baad let it fall: in those good 
lat Biimes, the Boroughmongérs, the 
master-mischief,were quiet enough 
in any season of oppression, how- 
ever severe. They rolled about | 
in their carriages, or rode out 
alter their hounds, and were great- 
lyrespected even by those, who 
lamoured against their tools in 
he ministry. But, the people, 
ow-a-days, reasen. They have 
iow got eyes to their minds, and 
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ive Mook a great way beneath the sur- 
hey Bice. We now hear, amongst 
not 


nen of sense and sincerily, no com- 
plaints against the A/inistry, any 
ake Bore than we hear Tom swearing 
hey fn assault against Bob’s broom- 
ates Bick. We hear all men of any) 
ress Bense, if they be. not hypocrites, | 
they alk of the oppressions of the Bo- 
puis’ Moughmongers, who really appoint 
look- ihe ministers, and who rule both 
ing aud people, and who, on both 
mo- Hides, have one common bond of 
gers Pterest. 
me; /% This being the case, and the 
was, #<roughmongers knowing it, they 
ould not bewery easy under all 
e well-founded hatred excited 
y tke dungeon Bill and its three 
ompanions. They begin to see 
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to wonder how it is, that, after all 
is said and done. peace is not fol- 
lowed by a return of plenty and 
prosperity asin all former times. 
They are very great fools: but, 
they see, that some thing is wrong, 
and that their tools have deceived 
them; and, perhaps, themselves 
too. They deplore the loss of 
their great Quack, Pirr, who, 
they think (foolishly enough), 
would have pushed them along, 
either long-ways or side-ways, 
head-foremost or heels-foremost, 


| through all their difficulties. They 


have triggered themselves up, 
perhaps, with the help of the bot- 
tle, and have, from time to time, 
said in their foolish hearts: “* We 
“ will stick to it! We will subdue 
“ them, d—n them, or we wu! kill 
“them!” But, ever and anon, the 
misgiving fit would return. They 
could not help, now and then, 
looking at their mansions, their 
gardens, their parks, their woods 
and lakes and lawns, with a little 
less confidence of secure posses- 
sion than formerly. The perpe- 
tuity of that possession must have 
seemed to them a little less cer- 
tain than it appeared some time 
back. They must have felt, 
that there was something to be 
decided between them and the 
people. No very distinct idea 
might have found its way into 
their muddled minds; but, as 
the stupid sot says in the play, 
they must have ‘hought that they 
had an idea about something, and 
that that something was a thing, 
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about. My Lord Numskull, pac- 


ing along, formerly, over his 
rounds on his easy poney, shod 
in leather for fear of bruising the 
grass or indenting the gravel, 
and taught to step softly for 
the sake of the rider’s de 
bauched and rickety body, might 
happen to recollect, that his 
estate and his boroughs sprang 
from half a dozen sinecures, pos- 
sessed, at different periods, by his 
progenitors and himself; but, as 
he saw the trees nod, and heard 
the pheasants crow and saw the 
hares bound, “all this and all 
these,’ would he say, ‘“‘are mine 
and my heirs’ for ever.” Of late, 
and now, other thoughts would 
intrude. ** The Reformers! Debt! 
“A day of reckoning! But, no, 
“no! There is the army! Army, 
“aye, that will defend me! Stop, 
“who is the army composed of?” 
It is impossible that such thoughts 
should zot have intruded. ‘The 
Boroughmengers are fools. The 
far greater part of them are bru- 
tishly foolish. Nature has done 
nota little for them in this way: 
and circumstances have done 
more; so that they are, in gene- 
ral, most amply endowed with 
stupidity. But, those of them, 
who have not been actually born 
ideots (and not a few have) must 
have read something of late. They 
have, surely, looked into some of 
those ** Cueap PupLications,” 
about which they have made such 
a halloobaloo; and, if they have, 
{ scarcely recollect a page, not 
calculated to make even an ideot, 
in their situation, begin to think. 
In short, they have been taught to 
think as well as millions of others ; 
and very good teaching they have 
had, if they would but make good 
use of it- A fool in an old play, 


says, ** I am the worse for my 
“ friends and the better for my 
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“ enemies, because the former 
*‘ make me pleased with my faults 
‘¢ and the latter make me ashamed 
“of them.’’ This fool was a 
wiser man than our fool-tyrants, 
who have not the sense to profit 
from the exposure of their faults, 
though they see the consequences 
of perseverence as plain before 
their eyes as their trafficking jp 
seats is before the eyes of the na- 
tion. 

Nevertheless, they have thought, 
and it is this thought that pro- 
duced the measures of cajolery of 
January last. Nor, should I be 
very mach surprised, if, in order 
to save themselves, or, with a.view 
of so doing, they were to fling the 
Addingtons and Jenkinsons and 
Castlereaghs and Cannings over- 
board; that is to say, turn them 
out, and put in the “ gentlemen 
opposite ,”” who are unstained by 
the actual drudgery and dirty work 
of the last year. The others’ are 
the favourites of the Borough- 
mongers. They are more true~ 
blooded tools; but, they are worn 
out in the service. . Their very 
names are hateful. They have 
secrets, we know; but, the Bo- 
roughmongers could strangle them 
into silence in a moment, if they 
dared to wag their tongues. Such 
a change would satisfy some 
poor drivellers, who now. com- 
plain; and, I should be glad 
fo hear of it, because it would 
quickly convince every man, that, 
as to any real and sabstantial good 
to the uation, both sets are alike: 
It would, too, be a proof of weak- 
ness, and of conscious weakness, 
inour grandenemy. But, for any 
thing further, wuat an ideet must 
that man be, who thinks thiat the 
nation would be bettered by the 
putting of power into the 
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of the Greedy Grenvilles and the 
Fitzwilliams!' ‘Those who, being 
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“ gentlemen opposite,” volunteer- 
ed in the cause of the dungeon 
and gagging Bills! Ang who, be- 
fore the dungeon Bill was passed, 
declared that they should be ready, 


| at the end of the session, to vote 


for its continuation in force! 
However, little does it matter what 
may be doneiu this way. It isa Re- 
form that we want, and a Reform we 
shall have, in spite of all their dun- 
geons and of a!l their attempts at ca- 
joling. ‘The plain path is still, that 
of petition. Work them well with 
petitions. Petitions for Reform ; for 
wrongs done by their agents and spies ; 
lor compensation for loss of time and 
healih; sue them ; go into the courts 
in pers@n, and ask for justice.. There 
sno well-directed effort that will be 
lost in the end. Keep copies of all 
pipers. Make memorandums of all 
lmnsactions; for, believe me, the day 
rill come, when all these will be of 
we. The day will come, when the 
despots will feel, that, while we have 
tcquired knowledge which our fathers 
tid not possess, we inherit all their 


stabbornness in demanding our rights. 


| must do the Doctor the justice to 
‘ay, that he has, in his speech at the 
opening of -the parliament, had the 
ecency to observe, that we were not 
fuch very poor, helpless, ignorant 
‘atures, as Sir Samurt Rowmiiry 
ppears to have thought us. *‘ Noble 
‘ Lords,” said the Doctor, ‘ are mis- 
taken in thinking the disaffected.so 
very ignorant. I can assure Noble 
Lords, that Noble Lords would, if 
they had had my opportunities, 
have found, that they have amongst 


them some men of considerable 


talents.” . I believe that Noble 
ords would, indeed! I would bet 
trifle, that the Doctor gaped aud 
ared not a little while young Mr. 
"ans and many of the rest of you 
re indignantly asking him how he 

2 do what he was doing; and 
ile you shewed him, that you un- 
"stood the Jaw as well, at least, as 


did. Quite lamentable, that the! 
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| ** Lower Orders” should know any 
thing about laws “ hut to obey them,” 
orany thing about rights, but to yield 
them upin silence ! 

Keep on, but pru ently » persevere 
steadily, but without violence 3; and 
we must obtain our rights >; our an- 
cient and undeniable riguts, and, if we 
(have them yielded up to us. we ask 
no more, and we need. not ack more, 
| [ am extremely happy to find, that our 





/ enemies have been able to bring for. 
' ward no proof of any body having 
had a new sort of government in view. 
No, no! - Listen to ho-body, I be- 
seech you, who would put forward 
any such project. Let us stick to our 
fair and honest professions, and then 
we are sure to succeed; or, if we do 
not, and all becomes confusion, let all 
the blame fall, and fall heavily, on the 
| pates of our malignant angi cowardly 
persecufors. 

As to myself, my friends, it is im. 
possible, at present, for me to say 
what course I shall pursue as to the 
disposal of my person. But, of one 
thing be you well assured, that my 
movements will depend wholly upon 
what I think is best for the public, 
and that the moment | am convinced, 
that 1 can do more for our cause, be. 
ing in England, than I can do for j¢ 
being here, that moment I shall pre. 
pare for my return. 

In my last, [ advised you ail to re- 
main in England. But, if any cir- 
cumstance should bring any of you 
here, all [ can say is, that I shall 
never have a loaf or piece of invat, of 
which you shall not be welcowe te 
share, and that there shall be nothing 
within my power that shall not 1.: 
done to serve you; for, I shal] aly 23 fi 
be proud of being 

Your fai: bfal friend, 
Wu. COBBETT, 
The fomenter of discontent against 
the Borough nougers. 

















Error.—In No. 18, (Petition to the 
House of Commons), page 547, dine 7, 
after the vame. Stevens, instead of and 
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public, avy- supporter of the Cruel | 
' Corn Bill or any opposer of Oniver~! Election, will offer themselves for my 


‘from presuming, that no man is so fit as 


Representative of your City; yet, 1 
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*.* Mr Conners having requested ths 
Publisher to insert any Communication 
that he may receive from Mr. Hunt, and 
the latter having offered him for publica- 
tion a Letter to the Electors of West- 
minster, he devotes the space whieh this 
week's Register affords him to that pur- 


poe. 
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remains in force. Since that Act 
was passed, thoasands upon thousand; 
have died of famine ina land of plenty. 
That Act insures riches to the Land. 
owner and great Farmer, and leaves 
the Tradesman, the Journeyman, tho 
Mechanic, and the Labourer to starve. 





TO THE 
ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF; 
WESTMINSTER. 
Hho wish to preserve their City from 
becoming « rotten Borough. 





CENTLEMEN, | 

The invitation that [have received | 
from » number of vour respectable 
body.'to become a Candidate for the 
honour of representing your City in 
Parliam nt. is sogratifying to my feel- 
ings, that | beg leave to notify to you, 
thatiat the approaching Election I shall 
obey their call; and that l will not 
fail to meet on the hustings face to 
face, in the presence of an injured 


‘sal Freedam. Although f am very far 
I am to fill the honourable. post of 


well know that no man‘is fit to Gill 
that post, unless he has diligence gd 
zesolution, and uhless he be fitiply 
‘resolved to assail Corruption on all 
o¢casions that offer, aad by all the 
means in his power. I have é@o ob- 
jects more’ patticularly in view. ‘Po 
( >btaina Constitutional Refarm, which 
twill restoresto, the People the exercise | 
of choosheg the Members. of the 


(Domitidds Howse of Parliament, is the} 
yoaid and ultimate object ; but, in the} 
mnean time, 1 will mever rest for one]. 
~ four contented while the Starvation | 





Law, commonly calledthe Corn Bill, 


It was that Law which recently caused! 
the ports to be closed, and which 
raised the price of Brean from Mine. 
pence to Fourteen-pence; and this 
only to enrich the Owners of the 
Land and their Tenants. 

If the Members of the House of 
Commons had done their duty, that 
cruel Law never would have passed, 
in defiance of the voice of a great 
majority of the nation. Some of 
those Members were, in fact, for that 
Bill, while their constituents were 
petitioning against it. Such meh left 
the poor to starve, while they filled 
their own coffers. If 1 should have the 
honour to be sent to. Parliament, | 
pledge myself to do all that lies in my 
power to cause the repeal of this 
ruinous and savage law. 

Other occasions, previous to thd 


y. myself the Honour of address 
ing you; I conclude for the present 
therefore, with assuring you, that, Lif 
and Health permitting, I will fac: 
upon the Hustings any person ° 
persons who shall bé found bel 
énough to defend that “oppressiv’ 
partial, and hard-hearted measure, t) 
Corn Bid ; and U will Stagid there ¢! 
the last moment, in opposition 
any person who has the hardiho 
to offer himself to’ the Efectors 
Westminster upon any principle whi 
falls short of that which was s2\\ 
tioned unanimously by the uumer 
and respectable meeting lately held 
Palace Yard’; wamely, Annual Ps 
laments and Universal Sufftage. 

I remain, in the mean time, 

A, Gentlemen, | 
Your obedient Sérvant, 

| Henry Ho 

London, May 21st 0.00 et 
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